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On Functions of Replacement Rituals in the
Religious Community:
From Descriptions in the
Chixiu Baizhang Qinggui

KANEKO Nao

This paper examines several functions of replacement rituals, in other
words, the way in which these rituals work in a Chan monastery or temple in
the event of the entrance and ordination of a new abbot and the replacement
of officials. Here, I take up three aspects of such rituals as described in the
Chixiu Baizhang qinggut.

1) Rituals are closely tied to economic aspects of a temple.

After a new abbot arrives at a monastery, he enters the abbot’s quarters,
takes the abbot’s seat, and then begins the ritual of receiving the temple’s seal.
The ritual constitutes the first half of the new abbot’'s ordination, in which he
takes over the seal of the temple, before the conducting the ordination sermon
in the dharma hall. The Qinggu: writes that an ideal abbot should take
responsibility for sustaining the Buddha dharma not only through the three
types of learning but also by managing the properties of the temple. This seal
ritual endows a new abbot with the latter character.

The new abbot and new officials are to execute jizoge, a process of
confirming the temple’s assets and properties when they take over their
status in the temple’s administration. In several chapters of the Qinggui, there
are descriptions and lamentations concerning violations of temple properties,
meaning that jizoge could offer the chance to prevent such violations.

2) Physical positions and movements of an abbot and officials play an

important role in some rituals.
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After one is appointed as the new abbot of a monastery, one’s position or
seat in rituals represents one’s status in both one’s previous temple and the
new one. For instance, in a farewell tea ceremony at the previous temple, the
new abbot takes the seat for a guest while the head monk takes the master’s
seat.

In the course of replacements of officials, after the appointment of new
officials and the retirement of the previous ones is announced at the samgha
hall, they walk to their quarters with the abbot and all of the monks of the
temple. There, the new and previous officials literally replace their standing
positions in front of the attendees, which can be interpreted as a performative
movement in the presence of all members of the monastery.

3) Tea and/or hot-water ceremonies are conducted, sometimes with light
meals or snacks.

The Qinggui describes many tea and/or hot-water ceremonies for new
abbots and officials. The new abbot takes part in these ceremonies as a guest
or a host, which depends on his status in the course of acceding to the
abbotship. As participants in these ceremonies include members of the temple
and monks from other monasteries, and sometimes government officials, the
new abbot is to be accepted through these ceremonies, which create
relationships between him and everyone concerned.

It seems that these ceremonies for officials can be classified on the basis
of following relationships within a monastery: first, hierarchical or vertical
relationships as to a temple’'s administration; second, horizontal relationships
between previous and new officials; and third, relationships between all of the
members of the monastery. Eating and drinking together might create
kinship-like relationships within a community. Then, through such tea
ceremonies, social relationships within a temple can be fortified, so that the

new abbot and officials are approved by members and people involved with
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the monastery.

The three aspects of rituals mentioned above have functions to facilitate
and stabilize the ordination of a new abbot and the replacements of officials,
furthermore providing stability and sustainability within the administration of

a monastery.
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