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The Wife’s Role in Shin Buddhism and
Its Evolution:
The Activities of the bomori in
Shin Buddhist Historical Sources

ITAJIKI Masumi

This paper closely examines the activities of bomori in early Shin
Buddhism. Bamor: refers to the wives of training hall owners, who assisted
their husbands in running the hall. In particular, the paper focuses on the
position of the Eshinni (1182?7-12687), the wife of Shinran (1173-1263), and
examines the role of training hall owners’ wives by drawing from historical
materials on Shin Buddhism. The findings are as follows.

Firstly, Eshinni shosoku (The Letters of Eshinni) does not contain any
records to prove that Eshinni was involved in running the training hall.
However, some records from the fourteenth century testify that wives were
involved in such with their husbands, and furthermore that they also
succeeded the dharma lineage. This suggests that as wives’ roles in Shin
Buddhism gradually grew, records of activities of training hall owners” wives
began to be kept. Also, Eshinni is conventionally regarded as the pioneer
bomori, but this view was probably established retrospectively.

The activities of the bamori overlap with those of the goke ni, who were a
common sight at that time. A goke’ni was a woman who became a nun after
her husband’s death in order to pray for his departed soul and was entrusted
with her husband’s property and assets. However, the wife of a training hall
owner differs from the goke’ni in that the former succeeded the dharma
lineage. This is a unique feature of the role of training hall owners’ wives in

Shin Buddhism.
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Married priests were allowed in Shin Buddhism not because of Shinran’s
idea of “neither a monk nor a layman.” Married priests were allowed, and
wives of training hall owners were involved in activities because, at that time,
(1) marriage in the priesthood was common and (2) ensuring the succession

of the training hall by the legitimate children was an urgent issue.
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