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A Research on Master Hongzan’s thought on
Vinaya in Late Ming and Early Qing Dynasty

WEN Jinyu

Late Ming and early Qing Dynasty was regarded as a period of great
changes, while Buddhism was also faced with a reform situation. Being full of
worries about the future of Buddhism, a group of Buddhist leaders,
represented by the four monks of late Ming Dynasty, committed themselves
to reviving Buddhist forest Monasteries (cong-linAA#f) and strengthening
sangaha’s vinaya practice, to realize the ideal of saving all living creature and
protect Buddhism. In this renaissance, the branch of Dinghu Qingyun (fHiHj R
) in Lingnan (I$7§), represented by Hongzan (3,%%), has written books,
conducted higher ordination (upasampada) to novices and established a
complete system of vinaya. It showed a scene of prosperity which both Chan
and Vinaya schools were mutually integrated and cultivated at that time.
While Dinghu (%) Hill is known as the first hill of Vinaya school in Wuling
(FLI) area.
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