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From Sifenlu to Sifenluxingshichao:
On the Some Problems with Quotations from
Buddhist Texts in Xingshichao

TOTSUGU Kensho

Although the Sifenluxingshichao, which is typical of the writing of
Daoxuan (596-667), references in its title the Sifenlu (a vinaya passed down in
one specific Indian school of Buddhism), it is not based on just the Sifenl/u, and
also relies on some vinaya passed down in other schools. In addition, Daoxuan
also quotes broadly from many other s#tras and $astras. Therefore, in this
paper I aimed to consider the intention and characteristics of the way in
which Daoxuan quotes Buddhist texts while giving some specific examples.

As a result of these investigations, it is easy to see that Daoxuan quotes
first from Sifenlu when he discusses a particular subject and that his focus is
on Sifenlu rather than any other text. But, there are other instances where
this is not the case. For example, there are places where Daoxuan actively
quotes from other vinayas when a certain subject is not addressed in Sifenlu,
or when the content of the Sifenlu has only abstract or unclear instructions.
Further, he adopts the strictest interpretation regarding the gravity of an
offense when there are multiple interpretations in different texts. He also
considers the order in which the Buddha preached certain restrictions and
adopts the lattermost teachings as the ones to be followed. In this way, while
focusing on Sifenlu, he widely refers to many Buddhist texts in order to show

the proper code of conduct for Buddhist monks in every situation.
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