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A Huayan View of the Bodhisattva Precepts:
Focused on Fazang’s
Fanwang jing pusa jie benshu

KOH Seunghak

Although the Fanwang jing is considered an apocryphal scripture, it has
drawn much attention from many scholar-monks of East Asian Buddhism.
Fazang (643-712) was one of the scholar-monks who acknowledged the
exalted value of the bodhisattva precepts presented in this scripture. When he
explicates specific conditions in which a certain breach of the precepts could
be determined as a serious crime or not, however, he often refers to Hinayana
texts. This shows his analytic and comprehensive attitude as a scholar-monk.
But his disregard of some passages of the Fanwang jing, which can be
understood as representing the Huayan worldview, reveals that he is more
concerned with the contemporary monastic issues than with the doctrinal
systemization on the basis of this scripture.

Indeed, in the doctrinal classification schemata of the Huayan school, the
Fanwang jing is sometime underestimated as a preliminary teaching that is
placed lower than the true teaching of the Huayan jing. But from Fazang's
overall remarks on the details of each precept, we also see that he places the
former on par with the latter as the two scriptures show a similar vision of

the universal presence of buddha-nature.

Keywords: bodhisattva precepts, Fanwang jing, Huayan jing, Fazang, doctrinal

classification, buddha-nature
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