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Phase-free and its potential for economic diffusion

IWAOKA, Hironori

Abstract:

The concept of "Phase-free”, which has been advocated by the PhaseFree Association
and Speradius, Co.Ltd. to eliminate the distinction between daily and emergency situations
in disaster prevention, is now widely used by large companies and municipalities. In order
to ensure that these activities are not only temporary but also sustainable, they are being
promoted in society as economic activities.

In the immediate aftermath of a major disaster, people's awareness of the importance of
disaster preparedness is heightened. However, with the passage of time, this awareness
fades, and the same kind of damage is likely to occur again. In this regard, the existing
framework for disaster management is all about "how to raise awareness of the tragedy and
damage and raise awareness of disaster prevention among the potential victims”. As long
as we rely on our individual awareness, we will continue to be unable to imagine an
emergency situation in our daily lives, and thus will not be able to protect ourselves or our
loved ones in times of need. On the other hand, based on the premise that "people cannot
fully imagine an emergency situation in daily life”, the concept of "Phase-free” is the next
step to help people save themselves and their loved ones from disasters.

In order to popularize the Phase—-free concept, as well as universal design (barrier—-free)
and environmental design, it is necessary to promote the concept economically in order for
companies and others to recognize its value and to sustain it. In addition to the dissemination
activities of the PhaseFree Association and Speradius Co.Ltd, we consider what kind of
activities are necessary to make the Phase-free movement more widely used by local
governments and large companies, and eventually by small and medium-sized companies,

as well as the possibilities.

Keywords: Phase—free, economic dissemination, daily and emergency





