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Is Political Power made out by Force?
Pact and Trust in Hobbes's Commonwealth by
Acquisition

TORANO, Ryo

Abstract:

Why do humans obey humans? It is this simple and fundamental question that Thomas
Hobbes addressed. He does not start from the existing social order, but from the individual
in the state of nature. The best known of these considerations is Commonwealth by
Institution. This means equal individuals in the state of nature make a state by contracting
with each other. However, there is a problem of rationality and trust in this Commonwealth
by Institution. To solve this problem, researchers often cite the argument of Commonwealth
by Acquisition which is made by force and generation. If a commonwealth was made by
force, then the problem of Commonwealth by Institution could be avoided. However, this
paper will show that in the Commonwealth by Acquisition, the same problems of pact and
trust arise as in the Commonwealth by Institution. Dominion in master and slave, parent
and child, is also established by pact. This is an inevitable consequence of the fact that
Hobbes argued the condition of domination on personality rather than on the human body.
Therefore, the view that the Commonwealth by Acquisition is an argument independent of

Commonwealth by Institution, or that the former is more fundamental in Hobbes, is rejected.





