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Malevolent Ghosts (gui) in the
Dizang dadao xin quce fa

ITO Makoto

The Dizang dadao xin quce fa (H#17F K 0 BK 5 3:) has generally been
regarded by modern scholars as a Chinese indigenous Buddhist sutra created
sometime around the reign of Empress Wu Zetian (reign: 690-705). This
paper re-examines the hitherto noted characteristics of this sutra such as the
apparently tantric and Daoist features in the practices propagated in the sutra
and aims to establish the probability that this sutra is a Chinese creation. The
paper also explores the historical and modern significance of this sutra, re-
evaluating the religious roles indigenous sutras such as the Dizang dadao xin
quce fa may have played in the popular religious culture of China and from a
more modern viewpoint, and shedding light on the ideals of the bodhisattva's
way that can be found in Dizang sutras that were widely revered in China.

Notwithstanding the difficulties in distinguishing between Buddhist/
Daoist tantric practices and Indian or whatever other tantric practices, close
proximities with Daoist ideas in the hierarchical world view and the
theoretically coherent set of practices laid out in the sutra can be seen to
reveal the strong Chinese character of this sutra. One characteristic of the
malevolent ghosts (3, gui) in this sutra is that they are regarded as beings to
be persuaded through dialogue and magical orders to be converted to
beholders of goodwill (in this case as practitioners of bodhisattvahood) and
hence as something close to the lower-ranking bureaucrat character of
malevolent ghosts in the Daoist cosmology. These beings can be ordered
around to execute orders by divine beings (in Daoism, by higher ranking gods

or Daoist priests, in the sutra, by Dizang and Buddhist practitioners).
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Characteristics such as these also reveal the historical religio—cultural situation
in Tang and Zhou China, where fault-lines between Buddhism and Daoism
may not have been as divisive or oppositional as we have hitherto imagined
them to be. Furthermore, the conversion of malevolent ghosts into co-
practitioners of Dizang in the bodhisattva's way reveals that Dizang himself is
both a practitioner and mentor of bodhisattvahood. This is an aspect of Dizang
which may resonate with Buddhists today. It is an aspect of this bodhisattva
that the present author has been emphasizing in examination of other Dizang
sutras such as the Zhancha shan’e vebao jing (55335 E3EHGRS) and the Dizang
pusa benyuan jing, (HUEEREARE).
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