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The Circulation and Characteristics of the
Apocryphal Sutra Tian di ba yang shen zhou jing
on the Korean Peninsula

SATO Atsushi

Tian di ba yvang shen zhou jing is an apocryphal sutra created in China
around the eighth century that was transmitted over a wide area spanning
from East Asia to Central Asia. Still today it is recited on the Korean
Peninsula. This paper compared eighteen printings of this sutra from the
Joseon era and investigated their circulation and characteristics. I reached the
following four conclusions.

1. Until the seventeenth century it was printed as part of the group of
apocryphal scriptures entitled Fo shuo guang ben tai sui jing. From the
eighteenth century onwards, it tended to be printed under the title Ba yang
jing. This appears to reflect that the Ba yang jing had come to be seen as
important. Around the nineteenth century it was printed the most.

2. Over time the sutra’s format changed as follows: from (1) only Chinese
characters to (2) Chinese characters with small Hangul added, and then (3)
Chinese characters and Hangul written in the same size. Hangul came to
receive more emphasis. I believe that this was because it came to be seen
more as a sutra to be recited.

3. From the 1549 Sinheungsa version to the 1791 Songgwangsa version an
introduction is attached. It emphasizes that it is a magical sutra.

4. The “Esoteric Transmission of the Ba yang jing,” which is only attached
to the 1489 Songgwangsa version, introduces five people from a variety of
classes, and states that by reciting the sutra they acquired the likes of

longevity, a favorable rebirth for the next life, richness in this life, and so on.
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This secret transmission was added during the time that the printing of the

Ba yang jing flourished.
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