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A Study on Buddhist Apocryphal Scriptures
Described in Japan

MINOWA Kenryo

Apocryphal Scriptures were described in Japan too. We can see that
these scriptures were clearly made for a specific purpose. For first, those were
produced for the sake of giving a philosophical authority for original idea. The
typical examples were Renge-zanmai-kyo, which supports the idea of Original
enlightenment, and Daijyo-jyukai-kyo, which expresses specifically the 250
rules of discipline.

There is an example in which sentences used in the ceremonial services
have been generalized and called “Kyo”. A typical example can be seen in
Kujyo-shakujyo-kyo. In this case, the certain sentences were clearly made to
be authoritative and it became the sutra. In this case, it can be said that it has
been fixed and transmitted as having a certain form and content by having
the name Kyo. The same applies to the Enmyo-jikku-kannon-kyo, widespread
in the Edo period.

Next, there are many scriptures that are thought to have been produced
with the purpose of spreading various beliefs. Typical examples are scriptures
related to the Ugajin belief, Jizo beliefs and Kannon beliefs. The Ugajin belief
was thought to have incorporated the Japanese god of food preservation into
Buddhist idea, and was accepted by the common people as a god of wealth
and treasure.

Considering the above points, the scripture will be a sacred book having
two meanings, one is to be a sacred book which is fixed, and, at the same time,
to be positioned as having a bi-directional character that is always created.

Speaking of scriptures, people tend to be aware that they do not allow
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modification, but that they are not fixed. It is necessary to pay attention to the
fact that it was produced freely to support the beliefs of the common people in
order to prove the belief, but on the other hand, it was fixed once it was given
the name Kyo. We can’t overlook the fact that it was handed down without

big changes.
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