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The Establishment and revision process of the Act on the prevention of and
countermeasures against violence in schools in the Republic of Korea
—VFocusing on the period prior to the enactment and prior to the 2012 amendments of
the act—

NA Yeonji, SUZUKI Takayuki

Abstract

This study outlines the establishment and revision process of the act on the prevention of and
countermeasures against violence in schools in the Republic of Korea. It focuses on the period
prior to the enactment and prior to the 2012 amendments of the act and finally discusses the
characteristics of the process of the revised laws and measures to prevent school violence. The
main methods used in the research were the analysis of information gathered from documents and
the Internet, legal and institutional analysis, as well as actual case studies of school violence and
bullying cases.

In the mid-1980s, Japan's "Tjime (WU )" (Bullying) problem was reported in the Korean media
for the first time. About 10 years later, in 1996, the Korean version of the bullying incident
occurred in Korea, and the problem of bullying came to be recognized as a social problem. On the
other hand, since the early 1990s, the issue of violent clubs such as the "Tljinhoe (ZA3]) " (The
most popular violent student clubs’ name) has been a social problem in Korea. Because of these
social backgrounds, "bullying" was placed in a subcategory of "school violence" in the 2004 act on
the prevention of and countermeasures against violence in schools in Korea.

However, as the number of incidents that exceeded the scope of school violence under the 2004
act continued to rise, this act continued to widen the definition of school violence.

At the same time, measures against school violence have shifted from the predominantly judicial
approach prior to the enactment of the 2004 act to a system that focuses on a 'psychological’,
'welfare' and 'educational perspective. Since the 2008 revision of the act, the "Wee Project" has
promoted a mutual network of discrete measures.

The Japanese term "Ijime", which refers to problematic behavior between children, directly
referred to as "] A H" in Korean, but later the term "collective harassment' (A &3 §3) was
coined. In addition, from the late 1990s, the term "Wangtta" (™) , meaning "Peer rejection’, was
used, but this was changed by the government to "Singling out one person in a group to bully and
ostracize" (RE}=4) .

However, these terms are used interchangeably and have become an increasingly important

category of school violence that occupies an important position in the insidious school violence
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problem in Korea as an overall result of the government's measures.

Keywords : Act on the prevention of and countermeasures against violence in schools in the

Republic of Korea, School Violence, Bullying, Korea

J5AR 2 9120204510 H 9 H
A E20204E 11 11H

298





