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The role of pipe organs as a medium from a community perspective

OKI Yuko

Abstract

Pipe organs started to become popular in Japan during the 1980s, but these large and expensive
instruments especially in the public sectors have become the subject of much criticism. This paper
will discuss and examine how pipe organs can play an important role as a medium in the local
communities, while maximizing their value as musical instruments. In this study, two cases were
selected : Sun City Hall in Itami city and Hotel Nikko Fukuoka in Fukuoka. These two cases were
analyzed based on public materials and interviews with the relevant parties concerned.

As a result of the research, clearly, to install a pipe organ is not only a very expensive
investment, but also a considerable cost is incurred in the maintenance and repair of it. Therefore,
professional involvement and relevant authorities are necessary in order to take full advantage of
pipe organs functions. These instruments are extremely difficult to relocate once installed. In this
way, pipe organs will flourish as instruments while at the same time maintaining as communication

connection with the local community as a medium for the first time.

Keywords : local community, concert hall, Kantor (cantor), organist, producer
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