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There are 185 British Council libraries and resource centres around the world.
They are divided into 11 geographical regions namely:

(1) the Americas (7) Central Africa

(2) South Asia (8) West Africa

(3) East Asia and the Pacific (9) the European Union

(4) the Middle East and North Africa (1) Central Europe

(5) East Africa (1)) Eastern and Southern Europe
(6) Southern Africa

Not only do they provide traditional lending library services but an increasingly wide range of other
information services as well. Information, seminars, workshops, lectures and more besides are
available in a variety of spheres such as the arts and literature; English language, education and
teacher training; science and technology, including engineering, agriculture, medicine and health;
development topics, including good government and gender issues. Video and audio materials are
also available on loan. In addition, many libraries now have CD-ROM databases, interactive CD and
access to UK and European on-line and electronie databases.

Here in Japan there are British Council facilities in Osaka, Kyoto, Nagoya, Sapporo and Tokyo.
Two minutes walk from lidabashi station on the JR (West Exit), Yurakucho or Tozai lines (Exit B
3 ) stands the building which houses Tokyo’s British Council library. The library is open to anyone
over the age of 18 who wishes to use the library collection for reading, consultation and information.
On a typical visit to the library, an even mix of both Japanese and non Japanese users can be seen.
The loan of books, video and other audio materials, however, is restricted to members only.
Membership application forms are available at the library desk, which is staffed by helpful, bilin-
gual Ja?anese Iibrarians. Japanese nationals are requested to show one of the following documents
as proof of their current address: student’s ID card, health insurance card, driving licence or an ID
card issued by an institution or company (A name card, a passport or mail are not acceptable). Non
Japanese residents are requested to provide a permanent local address and show proof of residence
e.g. their Alien Registration card.

Membership is valid for one year and includes The British Council events guide, sent to your home,
informing you of a host of activities such as exhibitions, music, drama and dance, sometimes with
free tickets enclosed. Members are also entitled to free entry into the British Council’s Centre
Programme events such as films, lectures etc. Only members have access to the British Library
Document Supply Centre’s photocopying services.

A maximum of eight books may be borrowed at any one time. Works of reference marked R, how-
ever, are not available on loan. Books are loaned initially for a period of 4 weeks and, if not reserved
bﬁ another reader, may be renewed once for a further period of 4 weeks. Government papers, pam-
phlets and non-current periodicals except newspapers may also be borrowed by members for a pe-
riod of two weeks. No more than 4 may be borrowed at any one time. Up to 4 video or audio tapes
may be borrowed for a period of 2 weeks and 1 CD may be borrowed per week. Renewals may be
made by telephone, by post or in person but only before the date the books are due back. A postal
loag sde_rvice 1s also available for which borrowers must pay the cost of postage or delivery service in
each direction.

All of the libraries’ resources are produced in Britain and are intended for English language, English
literature and British studies. The British Council aims to promote and inform people from other
countries of things British and so it organises and coordinates events such as courses and workshops
for teachers of English and lectures such as the recent one given by Mr. Kenichi Nakane, Senior
Researcher of Research and Legislative Reference Bureau at the National Diet Library to the Anglo-
Japanese Librarians’ Club about his experience in his visits to UK prison libraries. Every week a
British made film is shown in the Britisﬁ Council Auditorium, in the basement of the library build-
ing. The events programme keeps members informed on all manner of events related to Britain , such
as performances in and around Tokyo by visiting British theatre groups or art exhibitions by visiting
artists. A bibliographical and general enquiry service is also offered by the library to anyone wish-
ing to purchase British books, %D-ROMS, audio-visual materials and computer software.

The library lists its services in the following way:
- Reading
- In-house use of audio-visual materials
- Reference service
- Photocopy service
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- Loan of b})oks/geriodicals/audio-visual materials (members only)
- British Library book loan and photocopy service (members only)
- Education counselling service

Books and audio-visual materials are arranged by subject according to the Dewey Decimal
Classification scheme.
The ten main classes are:

000 General subjects 500 Pure sciences

100 Philosophy 600 Technology (Applied science)
200 Religion 700 The arts

300 Social sciences 800 Literature (Belles-lettres)

400 Language 900 History and geography

Library users wishing to look up details have a choice of two types of catalogue; a card catalogue or
a microfiche catalogue.

The current library collection consists of;

- Total number of books 2,210,684

- Periodicals 100 titles

- Daily newspapers o titles

- Audio-visual materials 2,400 items
- British government publications

- CD-ROMs

New book lists are produced every two months. Furthermore, microcomputers in the library are net-
worked to a system of English Language Teaching software.

Nowadays, the focus of the library is shifting away from a traditional style lending service to a tar-
geted information service, actively providing information to key individuals. One instance of this new
approach is the help offered by the library to anyone wishing to organise a book exhibition or lec-
tures.

The Education Counselling Service was set up to provide those who wish to study in Britain with in-
formation and advice free of charge. As well as answering enquiries and counselling, the service pro-
vides self-access information and regularly organises education fairs and seminars. Presentations
and interviews are also held, on site, by individual institutions, particularly British universities
which run language programmes for foreign students.

Anyone wishing to join or learn more about the British Council Library should contact;

Address: The British Council Librar
1-2 Kagurazaka, Shinjuku-ku,
Tokyo 162

Telephone: 03-3235-8031

Fax: 03-3235-8040

Opening hours: Mon—Fri 10a.m.— 8p.m.

embership fee:  ¥4,000 (Individual).
Temporary membership,
valid for one event only,

costs ¥500.
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