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Discussions on Prior Relinquishment of Original Nationality
in the Naturalization Practice

Satoko TAKEDA

This paper discusses the problem of naturalization practice in Japan, in which applicants are
expatriated prior to the granting the Japanese nationality, thereby creating stateless people in the
process. Former Japanese, who lost their nationality under Article 11, Paragraph 1 of the Nationality
Act (If a Japanese citizen acquires the nationality of a foreign country at his/her choice, he/she loses
Japanese nationality), are also among them.

International movement of people intensifies, and across the world, an increasing number of people
opts to live outside Japan for a certain period of their life and obtains nationality of the country where
they live for the benefit of their family and for work. This has been a phenomenon observed across the
world today. Faced with the reality, nations are adjusting their respective nationality laws to reflect the
trend. The European Convention on Nationality (1997) stipulates that the State Parties must not
deprive of individual’s nationality acquired through marriage or by birth. Japanese nationals, who
continue to live as permanent residents in the Western countries where holding multiple nationalities
are permitted, are peculiar to other people’s eyes.

For those who lost their Japanese nationality, the only way for them to regain it is through
naturalization application, and some of the applicants are requested by the Japanese government to
relinquish the original nationality and become stateless.

Through references to international efforts to eliminate statelessness as much as possible, this paper
aims to shed light on the historical background to, and illogicalness of, the existing nationalization

practice in Japan and suggest focuses of arguments that may facilitate improvement.





