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A Study on Influence Relationship between the
Erjiao Lun written in Northern Zhou by Dao An
and the Bianzheng Lun written in Tang Dynasty

by Fa Lin Using the Dunhuang Manuscripts

SHIN Saim

This paper mainly focuses on the influence relationship between the
Erjiao Lun written in 570 (or 571) for the Emperor Wu of Northern Zhou by
Dao An and the Bianzheng Lun written for several years since 626 for
Emperor Gaozu of Tang by Fa Lin.

Erjiao Lun and Bianzheng Lun remain in two Dunhuang manuscripts
apiece, namely, Pelliot chinois 2587, Pelliot chinois 3742, Pelliot chinois 3617,
Pelliot chinois 3766. Especially at the end of Pelliot chinois 2587, the
transcription of the background and aim of writing E7jiao Lun was provided
to reveal the valuable information on understanding E7jiao Lun.

Both texts were written to defend the Buddhism under the historical
backdrop called “abolish Buddhism” or “Buddhist Persecution”. The former
Erjiao Lun was written for opposing religion policy of Emperor Wu of
Northern Zhou as the last text of protecting Buddhism at the Southern-
Northern Dynasty. The latter Bianzheng Lun was written for the matter to
discuss the merits of three religion and the argument against Shiyi Jiumi Lun
by Daoist Li Zhongqing, and so on. As such, the background of writing these
two texts show very similar.

This paper attempts to make inferences about how the text tradition of
protecting Buddhism, actively-written from the end of Eastern Jin to Southern-
Northern Dynasty, was transmitted in the Sui-Tang dynasty by reviewing

what relationship between two texts, which were written in the similar
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background at the different era. Therefore, this paper mainly focuses on the

influence relationship between these two texts.
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