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The Newly Discovered Versions of the
Tianzhuguo Putidamo Chanshi lun

CHENG Zheng

The work known as the Tianzhuguo Putidamo Chanshi lun K 7 B #
PEEBSM G (“Treatise on Indian Dhyana Master Bodhidharma,” hereinafter
abbreviated to “Damo Chanshi lun” JEEEilliGH) is a valuable piece of early
Chan literature that Tanaka Ryosho discovered from among the Dunhuang
manuscripts and introduced to the world of academia. Concerning the text,
the existence of the two types P2039V and BD15054-1 (new 1254) was known,
however, in the present essay the author newly presents, from among the
German Turfan Chinese manuscripts, two alternate (fragment) versions
of the Damo Chanshi lun in the form of Ch1935 ( prev. no.: T II M 173. 106 )
and Ch2996 (prev. no. : T II D)—thereby confirming for the first time the
transmission of the Damo Chanshi lun outside the geographical region of
Dunhuang. In addition, while focusing on the newly discovered alternate
version that is S2594, the author introduces all of the texts, and shows, as the
result of exploring the interrelated nature of the texts of each manuscript, it
can be hypothesized that S2594 represents the oldest form of the text’s
content among the extant versions of the Damo Chanshi lun and that both of

the two German-held versions are later texts related to S2594.
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