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On the Continuity Thought during Early Chinese
Buddhism : Focusing on P. 3291, P. 2908 and ShM. 3317

SHI Jingpeng

The Continuity Thought of Buddhism is of great significance which is
closely tied to Buddhist view of life, karmic thought and liberation theory.
During early Chinese Buddhist history, the Continuity Thought has gone
through different stages. In the Dunhuang manuscripts Pelliot. 3291, Pelliot.
2908 and Shanghai Museum 3317, which were produced in the Northern and
Southern dynasties, the Continuity Thought combined with Buddha-nature
theory. Through discussing the relationship between Continuity Thought and
other theories of middle path, Buddha-nature, permanence, two truths and
nirvana, these manuscripts showed complicated characteristics of Continuity
Thought, i.e. permanence and reality. The Continuity Thought during early

Chinese Buddhist history embodies the localization of Indian Buddhism.
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