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[Abstract)

The Meaning of the Tramp Charlie’s ‘Exit’ in Modern Times

Yuka IGARASHI*

Charles Chaplin’s Modern Times (1936) is a work which marks a remarkable change of his film making style in a career of
spanning 81 works. He made the tramp Charlie, the character that had gained popularity through his previous silent films, sing
a song titled ‘Titine” whose lyrics are composed of nonsense sounds and random languages. It was the first and only time for
the audience to hear the tramp’s voice, and yet it was also the last time that Chaplin performed the character in his films.

This paper examines Modern Times as a work created in the tense political climate of the early 1930s, when critics were
keen to ascertain of Chaplin’s political position by what he would say as he played the popular character, and argues that the
tramp’s ‘Exit’ from the screen may be seen as Chaplin’s reaction to such a climate as an apolitical comedian.

Key words : Charles Chaplin, Modern Times, the tramp Charlie, silent films, the early 1930s
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