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[Abstract)

Introductory Essay on Public History Research

Michihiro OKAMOTO*

Public history is attracting wide concern among historical researchers internationally. It can be classified into ‘history fo the
public’ and ‘history in the public’. The former focuses on history conveyed to the people through museums, archives and his-
toric sites or various media. The latter concentrates on history that exists or is practiced by a given people themselves. The in-
teractions of the former and latter are discussed by the historians interested in public history as the main concern of historical
research turn from the written to the oral. visual and digital sources. This paper discusses the current status of public history re-
search by introducing some basic works published in English over the last forty years.

Key words : Public history, theory of history, historical consciousness, media studies, digitization
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