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Abstract

In recent years, collaboration between education and child welfare has become an
urgent issue in various fields such as the unification of kindergarten and nursery school
systems, child poverty, and education for children with disabilities. Especially, child
welfare facilities and school education systems need to collaborate as school education has
been found to play an important role in the socialization of children. In addition,
collaboration is necessary not only for everyday social care but also for the child’s
education after leaving the welfare facility. However, the practices that govern education
and child welfare are different as they are controlled by different ministries and require
different licenses. Even when both education and welfare are dealing with the same
children, their understanding of the child and the methods of practice are different,
leading to a conflict between the provisions required for education and those required for
child welfare. The aim of this study was to examine how the relationship between
education and child welfare for “reform school practice” in the transition period of “child
protection” to “child welfare” was organized by reform school practitioners. It will become
evident through this study how the contemporary situations that hindered cooperation
between education and welfare were developed. Consequently, in this study, the following
journals, which were written by many reform school practitioners in prewar Japan from
the perspective of education, were analyzed: “Correctional Education” and “Child
Protection.” The results revealed that reform school practice has been searching for social
meaning while iterating the “educational” discourse by focusing on to the institutional

trends of school education and juvenile justice.
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