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The man repaired the gun so the bullet slid nicely into its chamber. He tried it
several times, then rose and stood over the crib. The violin reached a crescendo of
strange sweetness. He raised the gun. The odor of raw blood was all around him

in the closed room. (1)
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Warren slides down the wall, his head over his heart like he is taking the
pledge. His head slumps down onto his chest. The rest of us sit back down, too.
Calm rains upon us and a strange peace fills our stomachs and slows our hearts.
The playing goes on in the most penetrating, lovely, endless way. I don't know
how long it lasts. I don’t know when or if it ever really ends. Warren has fallen

over. A nurse plods over to check his pulse. (246)
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Nowhere in Mooshum'’s telling of the events did he make himself
responsible. He never said that he had been the one who betrayed the others, yet
instantly I knew it was true. Here was why the others would not speak to him in

the wagon. Here was the reason he was cut down before he died. (251)
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“When I came to, I looked up and there was these damn boots with the damn crosses
on, walking, the boy was still walking, on air’” (252)
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the first being that I could

——“The story Mooshum told us had its repercussions

not look at anyone in quite the same way anymore. | became obsessed with lineage”
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“if there was embellishment, it only had to do with facts”
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He [Ted] did not love his wife the way I did; she had not saved his life, either

she had only fixed his hernia. They never had passion, she told me, although

Ted was a patient man and treated her well. (281)
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We were the main connection, the one who saw and understood. I told C.
[Cordelia] everything that was happening to me, from dreams to books I'd read to

my mother’s health, and C. did the same with me. We never talked about the future

anymore she refused to, and I had to accept that. The present was enough....

(282)
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where the doctor had turned people down even in a crisis
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which proved how off-reservation my mind-set

“I understood, then, that I'd known everything

there I was, a member of our tribe
was, growing up (291)s € L TZ7 —VIZKD L ) IO ) 5. FTAERENH
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bumps, become my lover, I'd always be her one exception. Or worse, her absolution.

“Even though she'd cured my head

Every time I touched her, she was forgiven” (292),
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Staring into her face, I saw expressions shame, defiance, maybe

satisfaction but no tenderness that I could recognize.

“You did what you did,” I said, at last.

“I had to so you'd leave.”

I took a step toward her, but she turned from me and stomped back to her car.

I watched her drive off. (290)
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One thing shamed her, only, one specific paralysis. She was known to turn
Indians away as patients; it was thought that she was a bigoted person. In truth,
she experienced an unsteady weakness in their presence. It seemed beyond her

control as was the other thing. (298)
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She loved someone far too young for herself, inappropriate in that other way, too,
but in his presence her feelings gripped her with the force of unquestionable fate.

Or a mad lapse, she now believes. (298)
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Two: although these narrators differ in age, perspective, gender, and disposition,
they will share an uncannily similar voice, hushed and deeply observant. Erdrich’s
characters have rich inner lives, expressed in language that's often achingly poetic

but can sometimes resemble a John Mayer lyric. (Barcott)
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I had expected to feel joy but instead felt a confusion of sorrow, or maybe fear, for



it seemed that my life was a hungry story and I its source, and with this kiss I had

now begun to deliver myself into the words. (20)
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The boy was too light for death to give him an easy time of it. He slowly choked
as he kicked air and spun. He heard it when Cuthbert, then his uncle, stopped
singing and gurgling. Behind his shut eyes, he was seized by black fear, until he
heard his mother say, Open your eyes, and he stared into the dusty blue. Then it
was better. The little wisp of clouds, way up high, had resolved into wings and

they swept across the sky now, faster and faster. (79)
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