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Abstract

The Acquisition of Ryukyuan Horses During the Reign of the
Hongwu Emperor and Its Background

OMURO Tomohito

Upon founding the Ming Dynasty and putting its administration on a secure footing, resolving a shortage
of horses was one of the key administrative problems facing Zhu Yuanzhang. While the Ming Dynasty used
various means to acquire horses, this paper will focus on studying the case of the purchase of Ryukyuan
horses from 1374 to 1383, and the implications thereof.

The 1374 purchase came at a time when the Ming Dynasty had just commenced the development of a
system for acquiring horses. Consequently, it is thought that the purpose of this was to notify neighboring
powers of Ming demand for horses, and so the purchase of Ryukyuan horses was a demonstrative act that
formed part of that activity in the Ryukyus.

By contrast, the 1383 purchase of Ryukyuan horses came to a total of nearly 1,000 animals. This
purchase was born of necessity, as the Ming Dynasty was presently expanding to the north and south. In
particular, because of their distinctive small size, Ryukyuan horses were expected to prove useful in moving
south to subjugate and govern Yunnan, and to maintain the main road running through Guizhou connecting

Yunnan to the capital in Yingtian.
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