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Abstract

Trends in Reevaluation of History in Korea:

Using the Example of Geographical Renaming of ‘Inchon-ro’

KOZAWA Yasunori

In March 2019, the name of the road which is located in front of Korea University, the prominent private
university in Korea changed from ‘Inchon-ro’ to ‘Goryeodae-ro’. ‘Inchon’ is the nickname of one of the
founders of Korea University, Kim Sung-soo, who is also the the founder of the DONG-A ILBO, the leading
Korean newspaper. Kim Sung-soo served as the vice president in the Rhee Syng-man regime just after
liberation. ‘Inchon-ro’ is named after him. Behind the change of the road name is a movement to reevaluate
the history in Korea.

The road name ‘Inchon-ro’ is unconventional in the first place. During the Kim Young-sam
administration, various things have been implemented in terms of his ‘Historic Reconstruction’, and one of
them was the modernization of the address system. During the process, the neighboring areas of Korea
University were named after the nickname of Kim Sung-soo, the founder of Korea University and the person
who made a great contribution to the founding of Korea.

Kim Young-sam tried to foster the national consciousness of people through the historic reconstruction
work. As a result, it was decided by the public opinion that the ‘Special Law on the May 18 Democratization
Movement’ was enacted, the aging barrier was removed, and the work of history re-evaluation was started.

Despite the regime change from Kim Young-sam to Kim Dae-jung, the work of historical reevaluation
continued. However, it all changes after the Roh Moo-hyun administration.

The historical reevaluation that has been dealt with in relation to domestic politics and the Korean War
relationship goes back to the colonial period of Japan and the time of the Russo-Japanese War that caused it.
That is the “Special Law Concerning the Truth of Anti-National Behavior under Japanese Emperor's
Occupation” followed by “Special Law on National Attribution of Pro-Japanese Anti-ethnic Acts”. During the
process, Kim Sung-soo who was a distinguished person in the founding of Korea, was labeled ‘pro-Japanese’,
hence the road name changed, and the medal was also stripped.

Historical re-evaluation in Korea is still ongoing. The comfort women issue and the recruitment issue

can be said to be some of the dynamics of historical re-evaluation.
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