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Abstract

A Study of Chinese Language Education Curriculum at
Confucius Institutes in Japan:

An analysis of Confucius Institutes at Ritsumeikan University and
Musashino University

MIURA Akiko

Confucius Institutes in Japan provide wide range of Chinese language classes among other domestic
institutions. Characteristics of Chinese language programs of two Confucius Institutes, Confucius Institue at
Ritsumeikan University and Confucius Institutes at Musashino University are analyzed with their syllabi on
the Internet. Their official HPs on Chinese language classes also provide information on description of
course levels and teachers profiles (place of birth, education, specialities, etc.). The two institutes have a lot
in common including short courses for preparation courses for qualification tests; Chinese Proficiency Test
and HSK, and preparation courses for study China and other Chinese speaking cultures. However teachers
discretion varies between the two institutes. In Ritsumeikan, the oldest Confucius Institute in Japan,
established in 2005, teachers choose textbooks and syllabus planning for their class. In Musashino,
established in 2016, all classes are taught with Hanban(headquarter in China) officially planned textbooks of
different levels. Chapters taught in each lessons are also designated in the syllabus.

Key words: Confucius Institutes , Japan, Chinese Education, Ritsumeikan University, Musashino University
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