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Abstract

A Brief Review of the History of Acceptance and Evaluation
of “The Book of Jin” (Jin-shu)

KOIKE (KAWAMURA) Naoko

“The Book of Jin” (Jin-shu; %), the official historical text compiled for the Emperor Taizong of Tang
(B K5%), was first introduced into Japan in ca 720. Its circulation was primarily confined to students of
astronomy and calendar calculation during the Nara period (710 - 794). In the Heian era (794 — 1185) that
follows, the book was appreciated by noble devotees of literature as a source book, however, the reference
was fragmentary, few people being believed to have read through the entire text. In the Edo period (1603 -
1868), although some of the scholars showed signs of critical reviewing of the history books in general,
nobody attempted to take up “Jin-shu” for that purpose. By contrast, in China, “Jin-shu” was consistently
open to criticism, which was initiated by Liu Zhi-ji (Z]%13%) in the 8th century who pointed out suspicions
about its credibility. His criticism was mainly based on the fact that the text was full of citations from
anecdotes and mysterious stories. Although the criticism was imbalanced in that it neglected the fact that the
compilation was performed under the direction of the Emperor. The distrust persisted until the latter half of
20th century when the Chinese government adopted the reform and market-opening policy at the end of 1978.
The policy shift prompted the reevaluation of “Jin-shu” as well as the entire remodelling of the approach to

the study of the Jin dynasty.
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