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Barriers of Nationality Act, Article 11, Paragraph (1)
Faced by Japanese Living Overseas

Satoko TAKEDA

Nationality was created as a system to define state constituent members in the process of the
formation of a nation-state. The Japanese government sees the strict control and cancelation of multiple
nationality as its important issues while the international community is moving toward accepting
multiple nationality. According to a survey by the United Nations, as of 2011, 72% of the 196 member
countries have the system to permit an expatriate who acquired a foreign nationality to keep his or her
native nationality. The different trends in multiple nationality between Japan and the international
community are attributed to Japan’s insufficient application of the sovereignty of the people in its
nationality legislation.

This paper focuses on the Nationality Act, Article 11, paragraph (1), stipulating “If a Japanese
citizen acquires the nationality of a foreign country at his/her choice, he/she loses Japanese
nationality.” Not just to interpret the Nationality Act, the purpose of this paper is to clarify the real
state of people whose right to the pursuit of happiness is threatened by the Nationality Act and provide
a point of view to concretize the discussion. It is no doubt that retaining the Nationality Act, Article 11,

paragraph (1) puts both the people concerned and Japanese society at a disadvantage.



