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Comparative study between Japan and US on relocation program of reducing
disaster risks

Mikio ISHIWATARI® Nicholas PINTER' Yumiko TANAKA?
Atsuko NONOGUCHP’, Satoru MIMURA"

Community relocation programs that move local communities from disaster-prone areas to safe
areas such as higher grounds are an effective method for reducing disaster risks. In Japan, local
governments are promoting relocation programs as a major recovery program of the Great East Japan
Earthquake that occurred in 2011. In the United States, local governments have conducted relocation
programs in flood-prone areas. As flooding and storm surge damage are expected to increase due to
climate change, it is also attracting attention as a climate change adaptation measure in coastal areas,
low-lying lands, and even island countries without high grounds. However, many issues have been
pointed out, such as the complexity of consensus building for residents, and sustainable service at
relocation sites. Policies and implementation methods for community relocation have not been
established.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the issues and desirable approaches of the relocation
programs by comparing the cases in Japan and the United States. It proposes policies and assistance
methods for community relocation programs.

It was found that community relocation programs are effective in reducing disaster risks. However,
limited capacity of local governments and long period required are challenging in implementation.
Local communities should be involved in planning programs, and expert support are useful.

The advantage of the Japanese system is that buy-out, regulation, and resettlement are integrated
into a single system. Since it is not a single system in the United States, coordinating multiple
programs is complicated.

From a long-term perspective, in the United States, rehabilitating and developing factories and
commercial facilities are included as plans for relocation sites. In Japan, industrial recovery is treated
separately from relocation programs.

In Japan, public housing has been developed for elderly people and low-income groups who are

unable to rebuild their houses. Support facilities and systems for the elderly were also established.
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