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Thaiwake (custom making ancestor tablet more than
one) in the Tama Headwaters :
Relating to Characteristics and Correlation with
Social Structure of Community

TACHIYANAGI, Satoshi

Abstract :

In japan, in case of making ancestor tablet, it is only one generally. But in some of
communities located in the north of the Kanto districts, Yamanashi prefecture, Nagano
prefecture in and around, ancestor tablet is made more than one and distributed to some of
people. Why? Many anthropologists and folklorists were interested in and have been
studying. Especially one of missing piece of the puzzle is correlation with social structure
of community.

During recent years, I have studied in Konagata, it is a community located in eastern
Yamanashi prefecture and discovered lhaiwake here for the first time ever. Then I tried to
solve characteristics of it and have given thorough thought to correlation with social
structure of community.

Most important factor of forming the social structure of Konagata is Miuchi (kin thought
of most important, mostly affinity), especially relationship with married sibling and children
are emphasized.

On the other hand, when I pay attention to ancestor tablets made as /haiwake and make
sure who distribute them to who, they have been distributed between Miuchi and Miuchi.

After all, T think that one of the function of /haiwake is assistance to enhance that kind of
social structure of Konagata and another one is to make Miuchi impress or recall various

ancestors and Kkins. It is my conclusion.

Keywords : Ihaiwake, Miuchi (kin thought of most important) , affinity, mutual assistance,

social structure of community





