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Motoshige Osako’s Theory of Social Education:
His Overseas Studies in America and Reception of
Democracy

SEKI, Naoki

Abstract:

This thesis was undertaken to discuss the development of Motoshige Osako’s theory of
social education from the late 1910s to the early 1920s. To accomplish this purpose, this
thesis primarily focuses on his oversea study in America and his reception of the concept
of democracy. He resigned his position as a Professor of English at Keio University and took
up the designation of the head of the social education section of Tokyo. His articles and
books were collected and analysed by the author of this thesis, and the following results are
derived from the investigation.

First, Osako went to America and studied at Columbia University. His observations
and experiences at the university helped him in developing the theoretical framework
through which he described social education.

Second, he attached great importance to democracy and understood that personalism
was the essence of democracy. Further, he also cognised the reason for the existence of
social education in integrating individual and social lives. He discovered the inherent nature
of social education and elucidated several problems pertaining to school education.

Third, he asserted that the youth should always do their best. He criticized the spiritual
advancement of the Orient, which was contrary to real life, and advocated the application
of positivism, which was the best viewpoint of the West, to youth education.

Recently, the role and uniqueness of social education is being questioned. However,
Osako’s theory of social education adopts an international perspective and offers suggestions

that are valuable for our increasingly globalising world.

Keywords: Motoshige Osako, positivism, personalism, democracy, Professor at Keio

University, head of the social education section in Tokyo
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