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Abstract

This paper aims to shed light on the transnational relationship of Jains residing in Okachimachi,
Taito-ku, Tokyo with India. The paper focuses on the repositioning of their life in Japan as a
transnational domain and the differences between the parents’ and next generations.

Okachimachi, meaning a ‘jewellery town’, dates back to the Edo period. However, the number of
Indian jewellers has been increasing, especially since the 1990s. Indian jewellers are engaged in a
transnational business, where coloured stones and diamonds from around the world are processed
in Indian factories and then imported into Japan for sale. In some cases, the jewellery business has
been handed down from generation to generation for 500 years or more, which makes it a unique
ethnic business in Japan.

From 2017-2019, I conducted an interview survey of six Jains in the age group of 40-60 years
and five Jains in their teens and 30s living in Tokyo. Furthermore, in September 2019, five jewellers
were interviewed in New Delhi and Jaipur, India, to understand the jewellery business in India and
their relationship with relatives living in Okachimachi.

The paper concludes that the parents’ generation runs the jewellery business in Japanese society
by living amongst a strong Jain community formed in Okachimachi and maintains relationships
with relatives in India. They maintain their Jain identity and adapt to Japanese society without
establishing close relationships with the Japanese. However, the next generation is more involved
in Japanese society both professionally and socially and also maintains relationships with Indian
relatives while being somewhat involved with the Jain community formed by their parents’

generation.
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