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A Discussion on Zainichi Korean Communities and their Social Movements:
From the Case of Yao City, Osaka Prefecture

Cuung Youngjin®

Abstract

In this paper, various aspects of Zainichi Korean communities and their social
movements are discussed by referring to the case of Yao City, Osaka Prefecture. Many
Zainichi Korean have been living in Yao City already before the Second World War.

Since the mid-1970s, social movements of Zainichi Korean by developed all across
Japan with the aim to overcome discrimination and secure civil rights. The social
movement of Zainichi Korean by “Tokkabi” in Yao City demanded the official recognition
of Zainichi Korean as different, while claiming the same rights as Japanese citizens.

In the past the administration of Yao City did not treat foreigners as “citizens” . But
recently this practice changed and foreigners are today recognized as citizens in Yao
City’ s official documents. They refer to them now as “foreign citizens” . The major
factor that led to this change of praxis is identified as the campaigning of the Zainichi
Korean.
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