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Activities for mitigating light pollution in Bisei Town,
Okayama Prefecture
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Abstract

Bisei Town, Ibara City, Okayama Prefecture has been promoting light pollution preven-
tion activities since the establishment of the nation’s first light pollution prevention ordi-
nance in 1989 and has played a leading role in Japan. On the other hand, there are some
problems such as the fact that most of the security lights in the town do not meet the
ordinance standards. After 30 years since the establishment of the ordinance, Ibara City
has been reviewing its light pollution prevention activities and aiming for obtaining
IDA’s dark-sky designation. The town’s efforts and issues are considered to be informa-
tive examples for many other municipalities which will start light pollution activities in
the future.
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