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Abstract

Confucius Institutes and Belt and Road Initiatives:

Chinese language education in South Asia

MIURA Akiko

As providers of Chinese language education and cultural exchange, Confucius Institutes are expected to
help promoting Belt and Road Initiative. South Asian countries are important and unavoidable partners
located along Belt and Road. The degree of involvement with Belt and Road vary among South Asian
countries from engaged Pakistan and Sri Lanka to India. Pakistan has been committed heavily with China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). India stands against CPEC and boycotted the Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation in 2017. Although there are five new Confucius Institutes inaugurated after the
announcement of the Initiative, the total number of Confucius Institutes in the region are not yet increased in
2010-2017. Number of cultural activities of an Indian Confucius Institute and a Pakistani Confucius Institutes
is varies each year. It seems too early to say Confucius Institutes are activated to promote Belt and Road

Initiatives in South Asia.
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