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How Basho understood Saigyo

MURAKAMI, Satoko

In this research, I'd like to examine publications which were written in the early
Tokugawa period, the time Basho lived. I studied those that Basho might have read to
understand Saigyo, and gave commentaries. Then I found that the main works of Saigyo
were published in the first half of Basho’s life. I widely confirmed the works which Basho
could have read or learned, and the possibility to be affected by Saigyo.

To begin with, I read Kousouden from ‘Senjuusyou’ and found that the way of being
disciplinant of Buddhism has something in common with the process that Basho found the
truth, through Haikai as an act of creation, that the nature is ever-changing.

Disciplinants avoiding fame and gain live deep in the mountains to obtain a pure mind,
and many works such as ‘Basho shokan’ refer to this thought. It doesn’t contradict to the
respected beggars, and Basho pilgrimized in a beggar form to purify his mind through
Haikai in the same way as Saigyo tried to clarify the transience through Waka.

In ‘Shin kokin waka shu’, Saigyo used the word ‘mind” and ‘feel’ in his forty verses out
of ninety-four, which is the evidence that Saigyo placed importance on ‘feeling in mind.
However, it doesn't mean to express his egoism. It is assumed that he did so to surmise
Wabi Sabi, the traditional Japanese beauty, as a way of sadhana based on the lessons of
transience in Buddhism. It can be seen in Basho's Haikai, and he embodied this thought
then it became an act of enjoying one’s life.

In addition, I'd like to take notice of the fact that ‘Sanzoushi Shiro” written by Hattori
Doho, who was a superior pupil of Basho, quote from ‘Yakumo misho’. I found that there’
re three things in common when composing Waka and Haikai, which are to be honest
with your mind, to compose a verse about something obvious and to use ordinary words.
Those may meet the thought of Karumi, which was Basho's final goal. It gives unspoken
depth, in other words, afterglow and suggestiveness and those make it possible to express

something without using complicated techniques.



