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.“who, in novels of great emotional force, has uncovered the abyss beneath our illusory
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“The Nobel Prize in Literature 2017 - Press Release”. Nobel Prize. Retrieved 5 October 2017.

(https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/2017/summary/)
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Prologue (July 1956)
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Veins of Narrations:
Storytelling in Kazuo Ishiguro’s Novels

SATO Kaoru

The works of Kazuo Ishiguro, the Nobel Prize winner for Literature in 2017, are characterized by
the ‘illusory sense of connection with the world.” It is true that our relationship with others is unreliable
and not guaranteed forever. We, however, are not able to identify ourselves except in the relationship
with others.

In The Remains of the Day (1989), Stevens, a butler, narrates in details the memories of Darlington
Hall and the decline of his lord. He glorified and justified the past from his perspective as a butler. In
Never Let Me Go (2005), Kathy, a carer of donors, tells her hapless fate of a cloned human. She needs
the perspective of a carer to tell her sad and harsh life story. These two narrators lead us readers into
the leaf veins of narrations. Their narrations have structures which remind us of those of leaves.

The purpose of this paper is to make a comparison between the two narrators, Stevens and Kathy,

and to examine what they would like to tell about their connections with the world.

[Key words]

leaf veins, narrator, connection with the world, perspective



