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A Development of Virtual Earth Web-Application for Better

Understanding of Isostasy

Takashi Sawacucur*

Abstract

Isostasy is a key concept to explain topographic height differences at Earth’'s surface
with gravitational equilibrium between Earth’s crust and mantle. A new interactive
web application named “Isostasy_Globe” is developed and released, that visualizes both
topographic/bathymetric world maps and crustal thickness on the virtual Earth model.
Learners can obtain height/depth and crustal thickness data at a specific point on the
globe. Some pedagogic idea for better understanding of a concept of Isostasy using the

web-application are shown in this paper.
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