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Practicing Language Learning:
The Case of Chinese-Japanese Intermarriage Children

with a Focus on Interaction between Mother and Children

Dar Ning®

Abstract

This paper mainly focuses on the linguistic interaction between Chinese-Japanese transnational
parents and their second generation in the contemporary Japanese society. By illustrating two
cases of second generation’s linguistic usage, I will examine how transnational children response to
different educational mode along their life tracks. I wish to argue, in terms of linguistic selection,
the children of Chinese-Japanese intermarriage do not coincide with bilingualization but often
monolingualization toward Japanese. However, this monolingualization is not necessarily due
to acculturation, and children’s subjective strategy during complex life context should also be
emphasized. As transnational children develop, on one hand, they are plagued by heterogeneous
background thus shifting to dominant language; On the other hand, they also silently equip with
bilingual potential, only waiting to be activated at any time in the future. In different life stage,
no matter hiding or revealing, second generation’s single selection of language mostly operates as

periodical presentation.
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