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Restructuring of People’s Activities as a Means of Livelihood:

Case of a Campus Area in the Special Region of Yogyakarta, Indonesia
Mask Tomoko*

Abstract

It is notable that the income earned by mobile stall vendors, fixed stall owners, kiosk owners,
and dinette owners in every densely populated area in Indonesia depends on the purchasing power
of its local residents as consumers. The aim of this article is to describe contemporary situation of
both suppliers of daily goods and services and their consumers (mainly students) in a campus area
of Yogyakarta named area “A”, based on direct observations and quantitative surveys during these
eight years (from 2010 to 2018).

The purchasing power of consumers in area “A” is quite high. The increase in the number of
wealthy consumers has gradually transformed the business situation and economic scenery in the
area. Around 2010, despite changes in consumers’ purchasing power, consumption styles, and sense
of values, street vendors and stall owners continued to barely eke out a living, as they did in the
beginning of the 2000s. But the environment surrounding of them has changed dramatically in these
8 years. Further changes were recognized in the way consumers deal with street vendors, stalls,
kiosk, and dinettes in back alleys of area “A”.

The continuous observations try to discover vendors and stall owners’ limit and their changing
process, even though it is still not enough to analyze the determinant that has caused restructuring

of these people’s activities as a means of livelihood in the area.
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