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Life History of Audience and Their Usage of Pay Television:
On Interviews with People Who Had Lived Abroad

Supo Shuji*

Abstract

This article investigates how reminiscences of the audience's life histories influences their
later electronic media use. Typically, the interest of marketing practitioners has tended to be in
the current needs of their target audience. The viewpoint of this study differs from that of those
practitioners, focusing on the individuals’ reminiscences of entertainment experience as younger
audience members. The methodology of this study was interviews with Japanese pay TV audience
members. These interviewees are called "International Youth" in Japan, who were born in Japan
and had experiences of living in abroad in childhood and youth. Their fathers belonged to the
high-income class as managers of major Japanese companies’ branch offices in western countries.
This study introduced a temporary operational concept regarding consecutive and inconsecutive
relations between media use and reminiscence. As a result, this research indicated relations between
reminiscences of media use, real life experiences and later media use. In addition, some affectionate
memories were associated with current media use of audience. Some of the findings were perceptions
that interviewees had for the first time. This method of research delving into audience’s reminiscence

seems to be of value to further studies of media anthropology.
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