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Turning a Politically Sensitive Place into Tourism Resources:
Interaction between the Government and Various Actors in Shimenkan,
China

Wane Muyun®

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to highlight the process of utilizing tourism resources through the
analysis of various actors’ activities and their influence in Shimenkan (Guizhou, China) , a city
undergoing a so-called “government-led” tourism project. Shimenkan is famous for the history of the
Miao ethnic group’s great educational achievement since the arrival of Christian Missionaries at
the beginning of the 20th century. In 2016, as part of the Guizhou Provincial People’s Government’s
policy (Shimemkan) because of its poverty, it became a target area for tourism development as a
means of economic stimuli for the local people. However, Shimemkan is also known as a place that is
generally avoided by the government due to Christianity’s influence in this area. This paper explains
that how actors’ activities influence Shimenkan’s tourism and government-led tourism development.
This paper will examine the history of Shimenkan in the 20th century and analyze the interplay of
actors such as the local people, intellectuals, activists, and government officials as they revaluated
Shimenkan’s history, especially through the events that occurred after the Reform and Opening up
of China.

The literature on contemporary tourism development in China has focused on the strong-armed
tactics and negative influences of government-led projects, such as the government ignoring the local
community’s autonomy, benefits, and identity. However, in analyzing Shimenkan, it is clear that the

government’s decisions are influenced by the pressure of local actors, particularly towards accepting
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Shimenkan’s historical and cultural values which were denied before. Moreover, one can better
understand the government’s approach and thought process by analyzing how it organized and its

reaction on other actors.
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