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Muso Soseki and the Zongjinglu

YANAGI Mikiyasu

This paper is a close investigation of Muso Soseki's statements in regards
to the Zongjinglu and its author Yongming Yanshou, it seeks to explain how
Muso received the Zongjinglu. Five examples can be seen in the Muchi
Mondoshii and the Kokkyoshit which record Muso's words.

In the first example, is expressed the view whereby the Zongjinglu
integrates the various sects through one mind —-[~ In the second example, is
expressed the view that within all of the various states of mind is a true mind
equivalent to the axiom 5% of the Zongjinglu. In the third example, the
Zongjinglu is used to express the view that doctrinal teachings # and
meditation ## are not only mutually not in contradiction, but should be combined.
In the forth example Yanshou's point of view is used to show that Zen and Pure
Land are mutually not in contradiction, yet even so Zen cannot be abandoned
for a choice of only Pure Land. In the fifth example is expressed the view that
Yanshou was a figure who liked to put various teachings into practice.

Within the five examples above, the first four which are reflective of
Muso'’s system of thought leads to the following two conclusions.

1. The first and second examples verify that the truth expressed by

Muso is that all sentient beings possess the one mind.

2. The third and fourth examples verify the view of practice put forth
by Muso : in order to save the various sentient beings various
convenient means must be implemented.

In Conclusion, Muso received the Zongjinglu as proof of his personal

comprehensive view of Buddhism in the two areas of his views of truth and

practice.
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