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On Huayan Thinkers’ Appropriation of “Four
Dhyanas” in the Lankavatara-satra

ZHANG Wenliang

This paper argues that Huayan thinkers such as Lingbian, Chengguan, Li
Tongxuan, and Zongmi (Z#, M. Z5@X. 77%) have all in their distinctive
ways utilized the idea of “Four Dhyanas” (Zen meditation practiced by
ordinary persons and believers ; Zen practice for Hinayana and Bodhisattva at
earlier stages to see the learned teachings of Buddha ; Zen practice for
Mahayana Bodhisattva to view philosophically the world ; Zen practice for
tathagatas) in the Lankavatara-satra to explain and to match the ideas of
dhyana, samadh, and good/correct thinking ({5, =Bk, 3 EHE) as well as
the idea of Ten Bodhisattva Bhimi (1 ##) in the Huayan Sutra, The Maha-
vaipulya-buddhavatamsaka-stitra. My argument, as a case study, intends to
show that the same Mahayana sutra, the Lankavatara-stutra, which is
traditionally regarded as a key source for the Chan School, served also as an

important source for the Huayan School.
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