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Historic roles of Okayama Orphanage’s Residential Care
of Long-term Cared Children in The Great Famine of Northern Japan (4) :
focusing on orphans discharged of three Tohoku Prefectures from 1919 to 1920

Yoshiaki Kikuchi

This paper is on the situation content analysis of 59 Okayama Orphanage children discharged from 1919 to
1920 to reveal historic roles of the orphanage residential care in the famine of three Tohoku Prefectures in 1909.

Okayama Orphanage changed their discharge rules In 1919, and discharged farm schools’ graduates and
apprentices finishing the draft inspection, so the orphans had stayed the orphanage for 8 months 14years and
their residential period was longer, and discharged children increased so fast to 59 people.

The analysis of historic roles of Okayama Orphanage is as follows.

(1) A historic role of Okayama Orphanage is that the orphanage fully supported Tohoku children’s growth
whose age were from late childhood to adulthood. In the poor harvest, the orphans’ residential period got longer
and the orphans increased: 30 orphans of adulthood from the first half of school-age were the most orphans in
Okayama Orphanage in 1919, and 9 orphans of the same age as above was the most in 1920.

(2) Another role is to put Tohoku children in the orphanage, reliving the needy condition of their families
surviving the disaster and to contribute to rebuild their lives. For long 14 years, continuously, the orphanage
had supported 29 orphans, half the number of all orphans, but 29 orphans were fully or poorly supported by the
orphanage.

(3) The other is to contribute to the independence of families of orphans discharged, but only 8 orphans
appreciated the orphanage contribution. 60% of the orphans didn’t do so.

These three historic roles can be regarded as unique charities in The Great Famine in three Tohoku Prefectures

from a disaster relief historic viewpoint all in all.

KeyWords: Okayama Orphanage, The Great Famine of Northern Japan, Child Welfare History, Disaster Relief
History
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