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The Socialization of the Adult Guardianship System
— Focusing on Self-Determination and Selection of the Adult Ward

SUGETA Riichi

Abstract

This paper aims to highlight the significance of making the Japanese Adult Guardianship system widely
available. The adult guardianship system was implemented following a revision of the civil law to protect
vulnerable individuals using a contract, by aiming to support individuals with insufficient judgement abilities
due to dementia or other mental disabilities. The system tends to be applied in a wide variety of instances, but
is partially limited to individuals who own substantial properties, and has therefore not achieved the original
purpose to legally protect vulnerable individuals. The state is expected to carefully manage these types of
contracts in society. This study highlights the significance of the socialization of the system by presenting
contradicting arguments concerning respect for a person’s will and the protection of individuals with small

properties using the system.

Key words: Adult guardianship system, self-determination and self-selection, social service contract
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