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Intervention to Maintain the Conversation
with a Student with Autism Spectrum Disorder

SHINOZAWA Kaoru

Abstract

The present research examined an intervention to maintain the conversation for a student with autism
spectrum disorder. The purpose of the study was to clear the effect of this intervention. One student who was the
1st grade in a special classroom of an elementary school participated in this study. And the student could express
by language, but had difficulties to maintain a conversation. Participant observations were carried out in the
scene at the class of remedial education. In the baseline phase, the therapist read aloud the picture book to make
the student understand, and the therapist conversed with the student any other time. In the intervention phase,
the therapist has a conversation with the student about the picture book. At that period, the therapist used the
vocabulary of the same level that the student used. And the therapist repeated the student’s words. If the student
used a word said incorrectly, the therapist talked back with an appropriate word. This interaction resulted that

the change for maintaining conversation of this student.

Keywords: autism spectrum disorder, maintain the conversation, communication
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