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Development of School Social Work in Japanese High Schools
—~Based on School Consulting Support—

KOREEDA Kiyoji

Abstract

It is worthy to note that in the recent years, the number of children who are bullied and abused is increasing.
In addition, there is an increasing need of school social workers to help children and families.

Since 2010, | have been involved in providing support to students who are considered to have special
educational needs, such as those with developmental disabilities, as a visiting consultant to kindergartens,
elementary schools, junior high schools, and high schools in Saitama Prefecture.

On the basis of the consulting support | provide to the high schools, | analyze case studies about students with
special educational needs. Furthermore, | examine the support system and available methods. | also discuss the
process by which school social work has developed in Japan and the possibilities of school social work in the
future.

In comparison to junior high schools and elementary schools, the special education system in high schools is
currently insufficient. The results of the studies in high schools show that it is necessary to consider educational
methods based on the students’ individual educational needs and provide lessons that are easy to understand
even for a student who has a developmental disorder. It has also been suggested that a support system should be
established that can address the feelings of high-school students and their parents.

Through a school social worker, it is possible to provide comprehensive support to children and families
by utilizing the social resources of the region. However, many school social workers work only part-time. It
is therefore critical to improve the status of school social workers and increase the number of these workers

employed in schools.

Keywords: school social work, developmental disorders, school consultation support, educational counseling

team, individual education plan
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