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The Challenges of the Public Assistance for Promotion of
Convention Refugee’s Settlement in Japan
— Comparison with the Public Assistance in the United States —

OGINO Takahito

Abstract

About 40 years have passed since Japan started allowing the settlement of refugees and now there are about
11,000 former refugees living in Japan. Refugees are generally forced to reconstruct their life in a country they
have resettled, and thus refugee host countries need to provide public assistance for them so that they can lead
a stable life. It is necessary to reveal the challenges for such public assistance in order to come up with more
appropriate supporting system for refugees.

Against the background mentioned above, this study, through literature review, aims to reveal the challenges
in public assistance to promote the settlement of convention refugees staying in Japan in comparison with the
public assistance for third-country refugees settled in the U.S.

As a result of the analysis, the following problems have been found for the Japan’s public assistance for
refugees: Lack of variety in assistance and locations where assistance is provided. As one of these problems,

defects in the refugee recognition process have also been pointed out.

Keywords: Convention refugees, promotion of refugee’s settlement, public assistance
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