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A Study of ‘The Grate Bear of a Crow’
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Crows know the value of organization, and are as well drilled as soldiers —very much
better than some soldiers, in fact, for crows are always on duty, always dependent on
each other for life and safety. Their leaders not only are the oldest and wisest of the
band, but also the strongest and bravest, for they must be ready at any time with sheer
force to put down an upstart.
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He has hammered away at drill, teaching them all the signals and words of command in
use, and now it is a pleasure to see them in the early morning.

‘Company 1!’ the old chieftain would cry in crow, and Company I would answer with
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a great clamor.
‘Fly!” and himself leading them, they would all fly straight forward.
‘Mount!” and straight upward they turned in a mount.
‘Bunch!” and they all massed into a dense black flock.
‘Scattter!” and they spread out like leaves before the wind.
‘Form line!” and they strung out into the long line of ordinary flight.
‘Descend! and they all dropped nearly to the ground.
‘Forage!’ and they alighted and scattered about to feed, while two of the Permanent
sentries mounted duty —one on a tree to the right, the other on a Mound to the far left. A
minute or two later Silverspot would cry out, ‘A man with a gun!’ The sentries repeated
the cry and the company flew at once in open order as quickly as possible toward the
trees. Once behind these, they formed line again in safety and returned to the home
pines.
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There is only one time when a crow is a fool, and that is at night. There is only one
bird that terrifies the crow, and that is the owl.
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A Study of ¢ the Grate Bear of Crow’

TAKAHASHI Naomi

I considered on a ‘significance that a hero is a crow and inner feeling of a fighting one’ in its advertisement
in in ‘the Grate Bear of a Crow’, which was recorded in a novel of Kenji Miyazawa’s ‘a restaurant taking
many food order’. A crow is a messenger of mountain god and of the god of a rice field (an agricultural god),
so courtesy such as [ J5#&% | is very popular, while a crow is ominous existence which makes death image,
too. So some reasons why ‘the Great Bear of Crow’ is a crow are considered as a symbol of fertility of a rice
Field in spring because of existence matching with the image of the world of the life and death or of a country
crow’s winning at the struggle for existence. Crow’s battle which the struggle for existence for their survival
means cannot avoid because it is the world of the law of the jungle. But if one thinks of [—YJ24E £ 3& kAL ],
Distinction between one’s friends and foes disappears and one only preaches ‘the Lotus Sutra’, the teaching that
one will change the law of fate and evil deeds and make one turn in one’s grave. Therefore, a crow which must
commit a crime for his survival has faith in the Grate Bear because it is concerned with Nichiren Shu ( H3#%5%).
Also, Kenji’s attitude and his point of view which watch a crow looks like ‘Silver Spot’ recorded in Seton’s “Wild
animal I have known”. He compares a crow to an army, distinguishes tearful voices and gives full scope to his

ability as a good observer in the ecology of a crow.
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