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The Historic Role in Housing for Poor Orphans of Okayama Orphanage in Two Calamities

KIKUCHI Yoshiaki

This study tries to show a historic role in housing for many poor orphans in Okayama Orphanage in Great
Nobi Earthquake of October 1891 and the famine of three Tohoku prefectures of 1908. This paper checks
quantitative features including the length of orphan stays in the orphanage and their age to leave there and get
ajob, and it examines the historic role of Okayama Orphanage’s disaster relief. After analyzing how long 115
accommodated orphans had been in the orphanage in the Great Nobi Earthquake, it is clear that the 23 orphans
left there to work. Among them, the largest number of them had stayed there for 11 years , leaving at the age of
21, and had gotten the “long-term and ongoing relief (assistance)” of the orphanage.

On the other hand, the paper analyzes the duration of 149 orphan stays in the orphanage since January 1911
because 566 out of 825 accommodated orphans had stayed there for about two years and then returned home.
Then , it becomes clear that the largest number of the 149 orphans left there at the age of 21 , though one orphan
had been there for over 20 years and left there at the age of 26. Comparing the priority of reasons for leaving,
homecoming is the first, followed by the completion of the draft, farm school graduation,and marriage. Thus the
quantitative aspects of the “long-term and ongoing relief (assistance) and the summary of residential care practice
could be checked.

It is confirmed that dependent children’s lives in the orphanage reflected the historic role of the orphanage

disaster relief (assistance) in the two calamities .

Keywords: Okayama Orphanage, Juji Ishii, disaster relief (assistance), history of

residentialchild care practice, child welfare history
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