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The Preconditions for Okayama Orphanage Opening an Agricultural School

and Founding Chausubaru Village

KIKUCHI Yoshiaki

The paper clarifies the background, the preconditions, the process and the contents of opening the
agricultural school of Chausubaru Orphanage of Okayama Orphanage in the Taisho era. Certainly a background
is that Mr. Magosaburo Ohara, the president of Kurabo Industries Ltd. Co., taking over the will of the late Mr.
Juji Ishi, the director of Chausubaru Orphanage, became the director in March of 1914.

Mr. Ohara was also a gentleman-farmer whose business was farming, so he had envisaged peasant
agricultural education.

Another background is that Mr. Keiichi Matsushita, the principal of the agricultural school of Chausubaru
Orphanage, believed in Christianity. He got the faith in an old-education- system high school, the Second High
School in Sendai. At that time he participated in the activities of the Young Men's Christian Association,
knowing Director Ishi's activities or Okayama Orphanage accommodating poor orphans in Miyagi Prefecture.
After entering the faculty of agriculture of Tokyo Imperial University, he had been influenced by YMCA.

One precondition for the opening of an agricultural school is that Director Ohara's concept were realized
by its opening in Chausubaru Orphanage. Another one is that under Ohara's directions Mr. Matsushita, a new
principal, could make use of his educational experience in high school or university. He made school regulations

or detailed dormitory ones, systematically organizing education contents in order to prepare for the opening.

Keywords: Okayama Orphanage, Juji Ishi, agricultural education, history of residential care practice, history of

child welfare
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